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First Presbyterian Church    1573 N. Highland Avenue    Jackson, TN 38301    731-422-1591    fpcjacksontn.org 



3rd Sunday After Epiphany 

January 24, 2020 

 

GATHERING 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE        Prelude and Fugue in G Major                    Fischer 

   Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev. John White 

  Leader:  You call us, O God, 

  People: While we wander seashores and sidewalks, 

  Leader: You invite us to sail out of our smug harbors into the uncharted waters of faith 

  People: You invite us to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You into the 

   unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom; 

  Leader: You call us to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany You into the 

   uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually avoid. 

  People: As we listen, in our simple, sometimes crazy, constantly uncertain lives, 

  Leader: speak to us, Spirit of Grace: of that hope which is our anchor; 

        All: of that peace which is our rock; of that grace which is our refuge. Let us worship 

   God Together.  

    

HYMN 309   Come Great God of all the Ages (Verses 1, 2; see insert)               ABBOT’S LEIGH 

 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION        Rev. Courtney Bowen 

    Leader:      The words of the psalmist describe God as hope, as salvation, as shelter. We who 

       hear these healing words are invited to put all our confidence in God, to pour out 

       our hearts to God, knowing that God hears. 

    People:      Hear us now, O God, as we gather to worship and to praise you. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION        Rev. Courtney Bowen 

  Leader: Forgive us, O God, when we listen to the voices which tell us to put our trust in 

   man-made institutions that offer us a false freedom.  Forgive us when allegiance to 

   comfort and wealth guide our moral standards.  Renew our trust in you and help us 

   to use this time to deepen our relationship with you and to re-align our priorities 

   with yours. 

  People: Hear us now, Lord Jesus Christ, as we gather to worship and to praise you, and 

   as we confess our sins before you.   

  Leader: Forgive us when we are reluctant disciples, and renew our desire to follow you even 

   if, like those first disciples, it means having the direction of our lives completely 

   changed.  (continued) 

  People: Forgive us when we forget that we are not the authority of wisdom or strength.  

   Grant that we might look to you for these things. 
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   Holy Spirit, breathe new life into us now, as we can only offer true worship and 

   provide faithful discipleship when we are empowered by you.  

   In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen 

 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE 

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)                                 Rev. Courtney Bowen 

     Leader:     Hear the good news: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 

has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this is from God, with 

whom we are reconciled through Christ.  

        All:     Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen! 
     

 

THE WORD 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER      Rev. John White 

 

HYMN 177   I Will Come to You  (Verses 1, 4 and refrain; see insert)               YOU ARE MINE 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                             Rev. Courtney Bowen 

     
OLD TESTAMENT READING                  Isaiah 43:14-21                                     Rev. Courtney Bowen 

(Page 672 in the pew Bible) 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING                  Mark 1:14-20 Rev. John White 

(Page 35 in the pew Bible) 

 

SERMON                        “The Things We Leave Behind” Rev. John White 

 

 

                                                                       RESPONSE 

  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from “A Brief Statement of Faith”)  Rev. John White 

 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 

sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,   

and binds us together with all believers 

in the one body of Christ, the Church. 

  The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles  (continued) 

 



rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 

engages us through the Word proclaimed, 

claims us in the waters of baptism, 

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 

and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 

In a broken and fearful world 

the Spirit gives us courage 

to pray without ceasing, 

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

and to live holy and joyful lives, 

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

HYMN 157   I Danced in the Morning  (Verses 1, 5 and refrain; see insert)         LORD OF THE DANCE 
 

OFFERING     Rev. Courtney Bowen 
 

  *Doxology (Tune: 591)   OLD HUNDREDTH 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

   Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

   *Dedicatory Prayer Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

 

SENDING 
 

*CHARGE     Rev. John White 

 

 

*BENEDICTION   Rev. John White 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING   

 

CLOSING PRAYER  David Greene 

 

*POSTLUDE  Postlude on an Original Antiphon                     Uehlein 

                                     Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

 


