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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 January 22, 2023 

 
 GATHERING 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION: Eternal God: to you a thousand years go by as quickly as an evening.  

You have led us in days past; guide us now and always, that our hearts may turn to choose your will,  

and new resolves be strengthened; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

    WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

     

  PRELUDE                                 Chorale Prelude on EIN FESTE BURG                                       J.C. Bach 

                                                                                Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

  CHORAL INTROIT                     Let Us Come Before His Presence                                                Jenkins 

                                                                                      Chancel Choir 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 67)                                                Elder David Greene 

  One: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us. 

 ALL: That his way may be known upon the earth, and his saving power among all 

nations! 

  One: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 

 ALL: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy! 

  One: For you judge the people with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 

 ALL: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 

  One: The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us! 

 ALL: God has blessed us! Let all the ends of the earth fear God! 

   

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  14   For the Beauty of the Earth                                                               DIX 

 

PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 

CALL TO CONFESSION + PRAYER OF CONFESSION          Rev. John White 

   One: Merciful God, we confess with sorrow that we have trusted in ourselves and regarded 

others as less than ourselves. Our voices have been silent when we should have spoken.  

Our words have rung out when we should have been silent. 

 ALL: Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

  (Silent prayers) 

  One: Lord, we confess with sadness and grief that we have failed those who trusted us and 

hurt those who needed us. Too many times we have pursued our own desires at the 

expense of others.  Too many times we have taken your gifts for granted. 

 ALL: Lord, in your mercy, forgive us. 

  (Silent prayers) 
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  One: Lord, we confess with hope and faith our need of your healing, and our trust in your 

grace. Cleanse us, we pray, and open us to your transforming grace. 

 ALL: Lord, in your mercy, forgive us, and re-make us in your image. 

  (Silent prayers) 

  One: Forgive us, O God – and show us the way to new life. 

 ALL: Lord, in your mercy, forgive us.  Touch us and make us whole. This we pray in 

Jesus’ name, Amen.            

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                               Rev. John White  

   One: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor 

does He seek revenge when we forsake Him.  Rather, the steadfast love of the Lord is 

from everlasting to everlasting upon those who love Him.  (From Psalm 103) 

  ALL: Thanks be to God, for His loving kindness has freed us both to give and to receive 

forgiveness! “Once we were no people, but now we are God’s people!  Alleluia!  

Amen! 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 447   We Are Forgiven                     WE ARE FORGIVEN 

   We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

                   We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                               Rev. John White 

     One:  The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 

    ALL:     And, also, with you. 

 

THE WORD 

ANTHEM                                         My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                                     arr. Helvey 

                                                                             Chancel Choir 

                                                            

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                         Laura Byrd                                                   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     Rev. John White  

 

*HYMN:  92   While We Are Waiting, Come                                                                                 WAITING 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                 Elder David Greene 

 

FIRST READING                                           Isaiah 9:2-7 (pg. 638)                                 Elder David Greene 

                    One: This is the word of God for the people of God.        ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                           1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (pg. 166)                                 Rev. John White 

                    One: This is the word of God. The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word  

                             of the Lord endures forever.                                      ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



    SERMON                                  Many Voices; One Song                                         Rev. John White 

 

RESPONSE 

    *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH From “A Brief Statement of Faith”                               Elder David Greene 
   

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit we trust in the one triune God, the Holy 

One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully 

God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the 

captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up 

the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe 

the gospel.  Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 

depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from 

the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from 

death to life eternal. 
(At this time, please find the red friendship pad located toward the center isle on each pew,  

  sign it, pass it down your row and back again, taking note of those who worship with you.) 
  

 

    OFFERING                                                                                                                      Elder David Greene 

    OFFERTORY                                                        Trio                                                                          Krebs                            

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

  *Doxology (Tune: 606)                                                                                      OLD HUNDREDTH 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *Dedicatory Prayer                                                                                               Elder David Greene 

 

  SENDING 

    *HYMN:  300   We Are One in the Spirit                                  THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

     

    *CHARGE + BENEDICTION                                                                                              Rev. John White 

(We request that you remain seated until after the Postlude and ask that you use the Postlude 

  as a time to reflect upon the scripture that was read in today’s service.) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION                   The Lord Be with You                                                           Sleeth 

                                                                              Chancel Choir 

 

     POSTLUDE                                    They’ll Know We Are Christians                                                    Held 

                                                                     Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

 


