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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

January 29, 2023 

 
 GATHERING 

 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION: God of Grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, 

and voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you 

in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

    WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

     

  PRELUDE                                          Prelude on ITALIAN HYMN                                                    Travis 

                                                                                Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

  CHORAL INTROIT                     Let Us Come Before His Presence                                                Jenkins 

                                                                                      Chancel Choir 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 67)                                                       Kathelene White 

  One: Children of God, it's time to take off your shoes, step out of your comfort zone,  

                             and wade with trust into the stream of God's mercy. Stand still for a moment, barefoot,  

                             on holy ground. Let the healing waters wash your feet. Take a deep breath as Love soaks 

                             into your soul. Be silent and listen for God's word to us today.  
(Micah 6:6-8) 

             ALL:      How shall we worship our God? We have heard what the Lord requires of us.  

Leave empty talk and pride behind. We must walk the walk. Prepare to step out in faith, 

even into troubled waters.  Only God knows where we might need to go. Don't be afraid. 

Jesus will guide our steps along the way, teaching us to walk humbly, to love boldly, 

to serve God with body, soul, mind, and strength. Let us pray for the humility and 

courage to follow where the Spirit leads. 

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN:  372   O for a World                                                                            AZMON 

 

 

PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)         Rev. John White 

God of wonder and mercy, when we hear scripture speak of your priorities, 

We struggle to understand. When we hear the absurdity of your unbreakable covenant with us, 

like Sarai and Abram, we laugh. When we face the foolish wisdom of the looming cross; 

like Peter, we suggest an alternative. Meet us in our disbelief, loving God, and move us gently 

into the deep waters of faith. 

(silent prayers) 
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*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                Rev. John White  

 One:     God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and God's weakness is stronger than human 

              strength. For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing but to 

              us who are being saved it is the power of God. Jesus Christ became for us righteousness,  

              holiness, and redemption. Thus, I declare to you, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 447   We Are Forgiven                      WE ARE FORGIVEN 

         We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

                         We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                Rev. John White 

     One:  The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 

    ALL:     And, also, with you. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS          Rev. John H. White 

  John + Susan Kriaski by Reaffirmation of Faith 

                  Scott + Laura Motley by Reaffirmation of Faith 
 

  (sing in unison)   

  Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love: 

               The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

 

ANTHEM                                                           Bow the Knee                                                     arr. Sterling 

                                                                             Chancel Choir 

                                                            

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                  Rev. John White 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION: GRATITUDE BASKETS                                              Elder Barbara Fowler 
                                                   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     Rev. John White  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                        Kathelene White 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                       1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (pg. 166)                               Rev. John White 

                    One: This is the word of God. The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word  

                             of the Lord endures forever.                                      ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                              Wise Fools                                                Rev. John White 

 

*HYMN:  172  Blest Are They                                                                                         BLEST ARE THEY 



RESPONSE 

 

    *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (From A Brief Statement of Faith)                                      Kathelene White 
   

In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of 

Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed and 

blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 

human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the 

dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death  

to life eternal. 
(At this time, please find the red friendship pad located toward the center isle on each pew, sign it, pass it 

down your row and back again, taking note of those who worship with you.) 
 

 

    OFFERING                                                                                                                            Kathelene White 

    OFFERTORY                             Prelude on NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT                                 Kaufmann                           

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

  *Doxology (Tune: 606)                                                                                      OLD HUNDREDTH 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *Dedicatory Prayer                                                                                                    Kathelene White 

 

 

SENDING 

 

    *HYMN:  546   Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                                              SICILIAN MARINERS 

     

    *CHARGE + BENEDICTION                                                                                              Rev. John White 

   One:    We proclaim the crucified and risen Christ, who is the power and wisdom of God.  

 ALL:   May Christ strengthen us and give us wisdom.   

   One:    Go forth in the name of Christ 

  ALL:    Amen!  

 
(We request that you remain seated until after the Postlude and ask that you use the Postlude 

  as a time to reflect upon the scripture that was read in today’s service.) 

 

 CHORAL BENEDICTION                   The Lord Be with You                                                          Sleeth 

                                                                              Chancel Choir 

 

     POSTLUDE                                                Fugue in F Major                                                          Walther 

                                                                     Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 


