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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 5, 2023 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRAYER FOR MEDITATION: Almighty God, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered 

death upon the cross: Give us faith to perceive his glory that we may be strengthened to bear our cross, 

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                

 

RINGING OF THE CHIMES 

 

OPENING SENTENCES (Markk 8:34)                                                                        Rev. Courtney Bowen 

   One:  Jesus calls us to be his disciples. 

  ALL: We take up the cross to follow him. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                     Rev. Courtney Bowen 

     

 *SILENT PROCESSION   

 

PRELUDE                                                 Fantasy in G Minor                                                         Pachelbel 

                                                                               Dr. Terry McRoberts                                                

 

  CHORAL INTROIT                           Behold the Lamb of God                                                         Hopson 

                                                                                     Chancel Choir 

 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 121)                                                               Rev. Courtney Bowen 

   One:  From where will our help come?  

  ALL: Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  

   One: Who is our keeper?  

  ALL: The Lord is our keeper by day and by night.  

   One: How long will God protect us?  

  ALL: God will keep our going out and our coming in from this time on and   

   forevermore.  

   One: People of God, let us worship the Lord! 

  ALL: Amen. 

 

*HYMN: 50   Deep in the Shadows of the Past                                                            SHEPHERDS’ PIPES 

 

PRAISE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                      Rev. John White 

We cannot earn God's grace or favor. It comes to us, not as something owed, but as a gift freely 

given. Confident in God's love for us, even when we are ungodly, we confess our sins in faith.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                 Rev. John White 

Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. You call us to trust in 

you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful as we follow your lead. We justify our 

actions and words, though we know they are not what you require. We struggle to understand 

the new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky change.  

(Silent prayer) 

Forgive us, we pray. Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, trusting that you have 

included us by grace in the family of faith. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.  

 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                   Rev. John White  

       One:  Friends, God is for us and not against us! For that very reason, God sent the Son into 

the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.  

   Believe the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE: 437   You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!  

                                                                                         WAYFARING STRANGER 

 You are the Lord, giver of mercy! You are the Christ, giver of mercy! You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

                          

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                Rev. John White 

     One:  The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 

    ALL:     And, also, with you. 

 

THE WORD 

 

ANTHEM                                                         Jesus Loves Me                                                     arr. Hassell 

                                                                             Chancel Choir 

                                                            

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                   Rev. John White 

                                                   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                                      Rev. John White  

 

*HYMN: 37   Let All Things Now Living                                                                                   ASH GROVE  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                         Rev. John White 

 

FIRST READING                                            Psalm 121 (pg. 571)                                           Rev. John White 

                    One: This is the word of God for the people of God.        ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                   Genesis 12:1-4 (pg. 10)                                Rev. Courtney Bowen 

                    One: This is the word of God. The grass withers and the flower fades, but the word  

                             of the Lord endures forever.                                      ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 



SERMON                                    You Will Be a Blessing                               Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

   RESPONSE 

 

    *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Brief Statement of Faith)                                       Rev. John White 
   

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world 

good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male and female, of every race and people,  

to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 

commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, 

exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve 

God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting 

love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. 

Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us 

still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, God is faithful still. Amen. 

 
(At this time, please find the red friendship pad located toward the center isle on each pew,  

sign it, pass it down your row and back again, taking note of those who worship with you.) 
 

 

    OFFERING                                                                                                                            Rev. John White 

    OFFERTORY                                       Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                    arr. by Cherwien                           

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 

 

  *Doxology (Tune: 606)                                                                                      OLD HUNDREDTH 

          Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 

          Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *Dedicatory Prayer                                                                                                    Rev. John White 

 

SENDING 

 

    *HYMN: 645   Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                                             MIT FREUDEN ZART 

     

    *CHARGE + BENEDICTION                                                                                     Rev. Courtney Bowen 

 

 CHORAL BENEDICTION                Let the Whole Creation Cry                                              Psalm 148 

                                                                               Chancel Choir 

 

(We request that you remain seated until after the Postlude and ask that you use the Postlude 

  as a time to reflect upon the scripture that was read in today’s service.) 

 

     POSTLUDE                                   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                   arr. by Sikes 

                                                                      Dr. Terry McRoberts 
 

*During this Lenten season, Dr. Terry McRoberts will be playing one selection each week related to the cross. 
 


